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Saver vor THOU, Waar 13 THE. Cavs 


| THAT. THE FORMER DAs WERE BET- 
TER THAN TREE? Fox Ho DOsT | 
nor ENQUIRE WISELY CONCERNING THIS,” 


HE . of the: text contain one e of 
thoſe great and leading rules of wiſdom, 


5 which we all acknowledge, but againſt which ve bo 
all of us too often lin. 0 


In proportion as we conform to this rule, we 


may hope to have our rewards from God, in an- 
other world, for ſubmitting patiently to his dif ſpen- 
ſations in this: and while we remain in this 
World of trial an d probation, we ſhall have our = 
rewards, by not lone ging atter other times, or 
other ſituatic ns than thoſe in which God hath 
| thought it proper to place us; and by cheerfully 5 


and contentediy doing our different duties in that 


5 Hs of life, unto which it bath pleaſed od: to 5 
call e . 


163 


Contentment indiſputably conkils the greateſt” 
” Nipplel which any of us can know on this ſide 
heaven. Who i is there ſo little acquainted with 
the world, as to deny this ? It is the firſt leſſon. 
which we learnt from our parents; it is the firſt 
which we teach our children : and, yet, how 
many of us are continually ſaying, and perhaps, 
| in the hearing of our children hat is tie cauſe 
tha! the former days were better than theſe? 
It is too probable that we heard thoſe, who 
went bef ore us in the peeviſh paths of this world, „ 
utter the ſame lamentations; at the ſame time. e 
0 that they preached up to us religion and content- 
ment. But with what confidence can we take up 
: theſe diffatisfied murmurings: of the unrigh: ecus? , 
How can we have the preſumption to ſet up 
1 curſeives | as judges, as ſupreme judges, of the 
goodneſs of theſe day „ or of former ir Gays 7, ? or rof TR 
any days? Cp og ng, : 
How dare we digate to me God who made 85 
_ who placed us here? | = | 
SS From God our maker and our. heavenly fa- 
| ther, the former and the latter days proceed: 
; . God. ſuiteth his days to his creatures and bis 
creatures to his days, with at leaſt as much ten- 
| dernefs, 2s, according 2 to Ifaiah (xl. 11. „ he ga- = 
= thereth the lambs with his am, and carrieth them | : 


-. »Þ 


„„  ” + 


in bis boſom, and gently Teadeth- thoſe that are 

with © young : and it little becometh the righteous 
to lament that the former days were better than 
| theſe, ſince, to the righteous, all. days and all 
times and all ſeaſons cannot be otherwiſe than 
good. „ 


The eien © or even thoſe who : are b only | in 


me habits of approaching their crea or, morning 
--- and evening, with that beautiful and comprehen- 
ſive petition of their redeemer's which is called 
= the Lord's Prayer—with what face can r! ey make 

the words of my text the ſubject ot their thou; gats, 

| much leſs of their converſations or complai:ts, if 

they have indeed recited, with their hearts as ell LG 

as their lips, *(Jur Father which art in heaven, | 
a, Bk: thy will be done i in earth as it is in he eaven 1 


Wich what face can they dare to ſet up taeir = 


8 blind will 8 againſt the all-fecing mo '! of the all- wiſe 

- and all. m. 2hty God, if they ſubleribe, „ 
ſurely all bound to. ſubſe rike, wo the exemplary | 
words of the {on of God, i 111 the mol IN quilite of 
m rial agonies, Sos Neverthclis, not 2 7 W. 1, but a 
* thine be done „ 20 | 


The times, in which we te t ine 8 | 


ſubſcribe to theſe words of cu 92 5 Zing aviour, 85 
. when it ple aleth G0 d * Geck matters, iin 


this World of il. 185 ome * hat eee to ha our : 


Bc: mighty 


4-9 3 


| mighty witdom chobteth to ſuppo! E- would be for 
the det. 


Dotli God. for reaſons known to hi 18 witdom 


85 and goodnels, ſhut up the heaveris (Deut. K. 17.05 
and command the clouds that they” rain no rain 8 
5 on the land (Ifaiah v. 6.) . 
5 | Immediately the inhabitants « of certain parts of 1 g 
| God? o carth forget that their little ſpots are not all I 
the world, and exclaim—What i is the cauſe that : 
5 _ the former days 8 were better than theſe? a 


But aſluredly they do not J wiſely con- 


een ms, © 


Doth God, for ald equally wiſe and good, - 


” break up the fountains of the great deep and open | 
al the windows of heaven (Seneſis vil, 11.) 
and rain an overflowing rain upon the. earth | 
. 2 zek. XXXViii. 22. 1 _ | i 

: Immediately thoſe who have their dwellings in 55 d 
= other parts of God' 8 world, become wiſer REY | 
= their maker and ſtart up able to inſtruct their 
: God: they forget that there is more world behind 
their petty hill: and they too with inſolence de- 
: mand—Whart i is the cauſe that the | former days 
5 were better than theſe? 5 


ut, of a truth, oy alſo. enquire e very. fool- | 


; 1 iy concerning this. 


Hence can any. number of perſons, of the IE 
- pariſh 


T4) 


par iſh, be theres together, whthoutbelng of aol 85 
2 many different opinions about the weather | 


which i is beſt for God' 8 creatures, and for God's 


: world, and dictating accordingly to their God. 
Y Unwiſe, ungrateful and wicked murmurers! 1 " 

. God i is not only the author of the rain and the : 
heat, but of all nature at large. Our Lord is 
. the God both of the vallies and of the mountains, 
The Lord careth for all his creatures ; or, in the 


ꝛffecting language of the holy pfalmiſl (calv. 9. ), , : 
the Lord is good to all, and us tender | mercies KT 


are over all his A 5 
Les, even at the wetteſt, or "he drieſt ſeaſon, 


- bur God i is the ſame God as formerly; ; we have _ 


5 the ſame father 1 in heaven as: before : a father, a A: 7 


: God, who. looketh to the ends of the earth, and 
ſeeth under the whole heay en; 5. who weigheth me 
waters (Job xxviii, 24. ), and meaſureth them in 


5 the hollow of his hand (Ifaiah xl. i 72705 ; WhO 
maketh his decree for the rain (Job XXxvili. 26.) 
| Let not us preſume to tell an omnipotent power 


1 88 like this that the former days were better than ; 


theſe, and that he hath ſent 00 much or too lit 


tle rain on his earth 1, on bis earth; when, with : 
">= he omnipotent maker of the rain, and of the ſunn 
and of the univerſe and of time and of eterpity, HT 
CE then nations of ihe earth are counted as we mall 


A; 5 | Ls duſt Es 


"at 61 the balance, as a a drop of a bucket? 
(ifaiab xl. 1 Wo - 
Let us not, if we would be grateful towards 
: God, if we would be only wiſe towards ourſelves, 
preſume even to whiſper, no not ſo much as to 


5 think, that the preſent days are not as good a8 
they might be. Alas, the worſt days are perhaps | 


far better than the beſt of us deſerve; and Gd 
not only numbers the | innumerable drops of rain 
but the hairs of our heads, and ſtill more ex- 


Et actly the murmurs of our lips. 70 His ears are alive 
to our moſt ſilent whiſpers; ; and if our thoughts NT 


> but complain of God, he afluredly overhear= 
- eth them. Ts = | | 


Let us, if we fancy ourſelves injured 17 A ſhower . 


PC too much or too little, compare our miſeries with 


| thoſe of our. neighbours ; : and let us thank God 15 
N that it is no worſe with us, inſtead of murmuring 
e againſt God, and aſking— What i is the cauſe that i 
e the former days were better than theſe ? OY 
At ih preſent ſeaſon, I truſt that we of this part 5 


of God's earth are not guilty of murmuring and 


EY complaining; after it hath pleaſed God to bleſs 1 


5 us with ſuch A plentiful and j Joy ful harveſt : and 5 


5 8 hope tha 1 ſhall meet many of you, in this place, 1 
on the Lord's-day after the next - many of you; 


high and low, rich and poer -in return for this : 


and the other bleſſings we ; have all received from 


God, to join in the celebration of the holy com- 15 


a munion and the moſt COMFORTABLE facrament 
of the body and blood of Chriſt. 5 N 

a But the words of the text apply to us, it ill 2 
1 be found, in more reſpects than our wicked and 7 
ſelfiſh difatisfaQions about the weather, V? 

5 Many of you, who hear me, ſpend your time 
in other ways than in reading books, but you 


may rely on thoſe who have time to read, 200 yeu-- - 


may believe an aſſartion whi ch is ſtrictiy true, 


that in all times have been given to the publie 
books which have declared that the ſormer days 5 


were better than theſe, and that the preſent days, . 


* bether as to politicks or morals, are 5 orſe than 


— other times, and the worſt which 2 wicked 


world hath ever ſeen. But, as it is not poſſible 


hat: all days, or 41, times, or all ſeaſons can be 


the worſt, it neceſſarily follows that ſuch alarming : 


| | books do not enquire wiſely concerning tlüs. 


-- 2 mals times may be bad, or the preſent ſeaſon | 
ma, be hot or cold, wet or dry; but, to be able to 


affert, and blaſp hemoutly to cal God to witneſs, = 


b that thicie times are the worſt, or that the preſent 
1 5 ſeaſon ! is the drieſt or the weiteſt, the coldeſt or the 


= " hotteſt, which the world has ever ſeen, ve ought | | 
i — have before us, a at the moment of compariſon, 5 


A 6 N 


e I, 
all ſeaſons ind all times; ; we ſhould poſſeſs the 
mind of him who made us, to whom paſt, Preſem 

| and future are the ſame. 3 „ 
Thoſe among you who do read—be carefully 
5 upon your guard againſt every book of the pre- 
ſent day, Which openly. declares or ſecretly inſi-⸗ 


muates that the former days were better Rap 
theſe. 3 | 


Still more, if poſſible, let thoſe: who do not . 


5 ; read, and whoſe underitandi ings are, therefore, : 


perhaps, more open to im ofition, t take care how. 


in any place where tw o or three are gathered toge- 


N ther, thev ſuffer their unſuſpecting fimplicity to 


be impoſed on, and led "Mas 5 ſuch e 5 
LED aſſertions. | On 1 „„ 
Nothing! is mere certain—it 1 is not i more certain 3 


that the righteous will berew arded and the wicked 5 
- punil hed- than that every mob. every riot, every 35 


” rebellion, which this or any country hath ever 5 


8 ſeen, and which hath ended. the moſt wretchedly 
for thoſe concerned, began firſt with a cry that : 
the former days were better than theſe. May £7 

the God of heaven ſorbid, the Lord of peace, 
f whoſe ſon came 0 give peace on the earth, that : | 
ſuch a cry ſhould ever diſturb the wandeln of : : - 
15 this pariſh, VVV „ 
7 his oy went t forth, lah, on | the other ade . 


. 


13 4 


— of the: kingdom, ad cauſed wicked ad; cruel | 


riots, for which ſome of our poor deluded fellow- 25 
creatures have lately ſuffered; who were con- 


| vinced enough, before they g gave up their for- 
feited lives to the law, that they had not enquired 
wiſely concerning this. Be aſſured, that every 
one, who begins this cry, and little leſs, every 
one ho lifters. to it, is an enemy not o. ly to all 
peace, order ard good government, but to all 


times and to all days, ! to all it dividuals and to all — 
- pariſhes and places; and has no deſire but 8 
5 raiſe a form, in the hop e of enriching himſelf by Os 
plunderi ng ſuch of his fellow- creatures as may Ee 


-- be wrecked and caſt au ay. 
5 Almoſt eighteen hundred years ike no alk = 
| ference | in the hiſtory of the human mind with re- _ 


. gard to this. When you ęo to your homes, look e 

ZE the 19th chapter of the Acts of the Apoliles, 

Read the curious account of the tir and uproar | 
at Epheſus, | a Demetrius the ſilver ſmith and bis 


7 workmen, who began the riot, did not enquire | 
whether Diana of the Epheſians or the living 
God deferved to be worſhipped, but whether the 


1 worlhi ip of the living Ged would not cauſe f. wer 
” filver ſhrines to be wrouzht for Diana, and fewer 


© Gods to be made with hands. 1 herefore it was 


f that they found the former times were better than 
BET = OY their 
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Heir own, Sirs, lac Demetrios; when he be- 
gan the harangue, which ſpirited them up to fill 
the whole city with confuſion —“ Sirs, ye know 
that by this craft we have our wealth.” Even 1 
: ſo are too many Demetriuſes of the preſent day 
ready to caſt firebrands and death, if the craft by 
which they have their wealth, whether lawfully 
or ur fully, ſeem at all to be in danger. But the 
” 32d verſe of this 19th chapter of Acts, ſhould, 
be peruſed, again and again, in ſuch times as the . 
preſent; and ſhould be ſtored up in our memories 
againſt any attempt to perſuade us that the former = 
times were better than theſe, or that theſe times 
. (ſuppoſing them to be bad) can be i improved by 
: contuſion and anarchy, by riots and mobs : it is 5 
N deſeription, which however ſevere, all men, in 
proportion as they ate wiſe only with regard to 
this world, mu! acknowledge to be ſtuietiy juſt. 
| In this riot at Epheſus, as It hath happened in 
: every riot ſince, and will happen i in every riot to - 
come, the holy hiſtorian faith that ſome cried = 
one thing and ſime anther Ver the ae was 
confuſed, AND 1 HE M0 RE PART. KNEW NOT e 
| WHEREFORE THEY. WERE. co To OGETHER, | N 
Vet they undoub: edly all agreed in all: ing -v hat | 
is the cauſe that the former days were better than. : 
SY theſe, N 


| This i 


R 


X 15 * 


T his" was the cry among our fellow- creatures | : 


in an adjoining kingdom, ſeparated from us by ; 

the neighbouring ſea; and, alas! how many of 

them, without 1 vine or a big tree, under Which 
= they can reſt their heads, are now ready enough 
to confeſs that | They: did not qe witely con- 

_ cerning this!“ | 


Let us bleſs God, under ö our vines and under : 


our fig trees, for the happineſs of our govern- 1 8 
ment; V which other governments who are now 
giving moit into change, change only to imitate. + 
55 and let us pray to God that he will be pleaſed to 
give us grace to know when we are happy, and to — 
refuſe to liſten to. thoſe, who do net with to be- 
nefit us, but theimſelves. when they endeavour to 
5 perſuade c us that the former Gays v were : better than | 
335 theſe, | — : 7 5 | 


Nori is this a text a applieth to us 5 only as 


We live under 4 government, and as we wiſh : 
to live happily, and to enjoy Wh. t we poſ- Ts 
ſels-—it app licth to us in almoſt eV ery ca pacity and 15 : 
every ſituation, it applieth to us no lets generally „„ 
than advice to reſt ſatisfied with our condition, N 
than another text which recommendeth to Us in 
: whatſoever ſtate we are therewith to be content. 


(Phil. iv. 11.) 


No c one ; perſon can n Jay any claim to the praiſe 


© R 5 


1 16 To 
of practiung e contentment, any claim to 5 the bleC- ” 
ſings whi-h contentment. brings, who permits 
himſelf to ſay or even to think that the former 
; days were better than th ꝛeſe. In addition to the 1 
5 great and obvious folly of ſuch conduct, and its 


ih great and obvious wickedneſs, another wicked- 


7 nels and folly is this. While we are ſaying ſo, our 


| heavenly governor; our father, which is in hea- ; 


ven, God, whoſe tender mervies are over all his 


works, hath choſen perhaps this very moment E 
our blaſphemous diſſatisfaction and diſcontent to 


lay his inſcrutable ſchemes for our future haps} - 


5 neſs, and to prove to us, by arguments, which 5 
28 they make us happy muſt neceſſarily make us | 


— — 
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confeſs their truth, that the former pas were not t 
better than nel. . . 
Let me illuſtrate what 1 mean. | - When at the 


; beginning of the preſent troubles in a neighbour ; 
ing kingdom, the crue] ſtate priſon was deſtroyed; 


cone of the wretches who was ſet at liberty, was re- 


leaſed it is faid from an unmeri- ed confinement of 


ſeven and twenty long years. Now, ſuppoſe thar, 


at the moment which ſaw the Baſtile for ever | 


laid in ruins, this priſoner had given up all 
| hope, after tenty- ſeven years (and who among 


us would not ? )—that he had complained to God 
that the fermer days were better than theſe ; + and 5 1, 


=: PRs, SE ARS ER Ae en, 


8 17 * 


that he hai prepared, as Job was wickedly ad. a 
viſed, to curſe God and die. 7 5 
Behold, while with the greateſt folly, 48 Well 
as wickedneſs, he graſps the inſtrument of ſelf- 
| murder in his frantick hand —behold, while he 5 
| pre; Pares to th: o bac k his life in the face of his 


: creator, becauſe he is convinced that his miſeries 


never can, by any pofſibil ity, end—his mileries 5 


are at an end, his priſon doors fly open, bis fet=" 
tei s are ut locked, „ald he once more beholds the 
5 - ligh it 55 1 and eis an inhabitant of the world, af- e 
ter having lingered out almoſt the life © "A. man Lb 
= in a hopeleſs end inbu man dungeon. bs . 1 
Even ſo is it poſſ ble that ſome ſudden and un- | 
expecied comfort may ſhine forth on every one 


who fancieth himſelf, 1 in the tulleſt ſenſe of the 5 


: words what our bleſſed. Saviour ſubmitt ed to be 1 5 
for our kes, 46 deſpiſed and rejected of men, a2 
„man of ſorrows and acquainted | Wi th grief ho 


(Iſaiah my 35 5. 


Let that deſponding wretch, wh er! fuades unn . 


5 ſelf his heart! Is breaking, hold his deſperate hand 

let bim wait, if it be only a little, to ſee what. 

paternal God, and a crucified Redeemer Fifa 
2 cauſe to come to pals : : let him conſider much 
5 and long and often, before he do that, which 


can 


4 16 * 


can be don but once, and which can never be 
eee 15 


Suppoſing it to be tr ue, as he has falſely 1 


— faded I; unſelf, that matters are now come to the 1 
enxtremitę, that they are really at the worlt | Even | 
if this were true, what follows? . 5 | 


That every change muſt, now, neceſſarily * : 


for the better ; that every ſtep, from the worſt of 1 8 

0 all, muſt be towards the beſt : and, at the molt. 

: : extreme point of © all, neither happineſs nor 5 0 

0 ery can ſtand. . 55 
. Though it may have pleaſed. God: 57 his} pre- 
e ſent ſins or his future good, to make him fo ac- 

5 5 quainted. with grief, that in the ſtrong language 
. of Jeremiah (Lam. i ii. 17. „ he hath forgotten 1 
. proſperity (it hath totally gone out of his mind | 
what manner of thing. proſperity i is; that there is 
any fuch thing as proſperity : fo many years have 
; _ paſſed away ſince he beheld. it)—Yet fill upon 
this uretch comfort may unexpecl Qedly ſhine : 
0 forth g upon this hopeleſs being, in ſpite of his - 
> manifold fins, the Lord wy deign to lift abs the 
9 Light ot. his countenance. - 


Even io it is poſſible that tert and 3 . : 


| "vows might have ſhone forth, and very ſhortly, . 
, that raſh : and baſty man, who 0 lately commit. 15 


ted . 


( 19 7 


ted publick and deliberate murder upon himſelf, 
in the preſence of ſo many of his fellow- creatures . 


SHE and of his King. 


True it is, frialy true, as the wiſe 1 man \ faith 
| | (Prov. xili. 12. ). that hope deferred maketh the 
1 heart ick. But will even ſickneſs of the heart 


& and ſoul juſtify lelf- murder? - 


| Could this unhappy man have borne this fick= = 4 
1 neſs a few days or only a few hours longer ( which 
| — good man ought to bear for any length of. time 5 e 
it is poſſible that he too might have ſeen an end VVV 
r his miſeries (which! he had not borne for ſeven 
1 and twenty years), without putting a cowardly end- -:-. 
7 # to his life: and that he might, now, be comfort 5 
15 ing his orphan children, in the midſt of happi- 
neſs, inſtead of adding another to the ſad and . 
: 8 dangerous liſt of cowards, who fly from miſery z ER 
and run away from trouble, unto which both his 
bible and his experience ſhould have taught him 
| that every man is Horns | as the 1 f * ”— 


| f wards. (Job v. 7. J). 


1 But, alas, he too had: perſuaded himſelf TRA 
| the former days were better than theſe; and _ 


had brought his mind to believe that the Whole - 


world did not contain ſo complete a wretch ; n 
khat, therefore, he bad a right to put himſelf out , 
of the world, to deſert all the Welt purpoſes EY ee, 
. %% do apy | | for 
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2 for which he was created, and: to ruſh into the” 


preſence of his God. W ell it is for him that his 95 


creator and his God is alſo his father which | is in 
a heaven; but with all that heavenly father's kind- 
; neſs, how bitterly may he be made to know that = 
= he did not enquire wiſely concerning this! 


Never, never may any one of us be made to 
18 and confeſs this by an offended God! Ne- 


ver may any of us perſuade ourſelves, in any re- 

ſpect, that the former days were better then theſe. 

To prevent this! in one reſpect, let us look at other 
0 nations, who are juſt now changing their govern- 


ment, and from the miſe ries which they hav e- 


brought upon themſelves, let us learn to enjoy | 
and be contented with our own happineſs. _ That 
we may not, in another reſpect perſuade our diſſa- 
tis fied ſelves into a falſe opinion of the wretched- - 
- neſs of the preſent day, let us look below us in the 
5 world, and not above us—let us compare our -fi- 2 
tuations with thoſe below us in the ſcale of God? 83 
5 creatures and not with thoſe above us; with 7 
5 : thoſe who are more unhappy, and not with thoſe 5 ö 
: who are more happy; ; and, whatever may be he f 
evil of the preſent day, let us confeſs, which no 
e will deny, that even this evil might ſtill be. : 
Ls worſe, | The d of Job, as bis ſacred hig / 


"al," 
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May no one in this congregation ever experience : 
Z the griefs of Job, nor any griefs but what we can 
8 bear; . and with whatever egriefs it ſhall pleaſe our 
= father which i is in heaven to afflict us, may we ne 
ver demand, with my text, what is the cauſe that 
the former days were better than theſe? but may . 


we only fay with holy. Job—ſhall we receive good 


i . the hand of. God, and ſhall we not receive 
; lt? „„ 
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nit, was very great; ; but even bis ant night, at / Fl 7 


have been greater. 
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